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Georgia Southern University will welcome a nationally-recognized leader in the auto industry as this year’s
speaker in the William A. Freeman Memorial Lecture Series.
Jimmy Childre Jr., president of Childre Ford-Mercury, Inc., will present ‘Keys to Entrepreneurial Leadership:
Knowing What Your Product Is and Who Your Customers Are” on Tuesday, April 6 at 5:30 p.m. in the NessmithLane Building Assembly Hall. The event is free and open to the public.
A third-generation auto dealer, Childre was 25 years old when he founded Childre Ford-Mercury, Inc., in
Sandersville, Ga, in 1980. Childre’s dealership has won numerous awards, including Ford’s prestigious Chairman’s
Award for being ranked in the top two percent of all Ford dealerships nationally for achieving the highest levels of
customer satisfaction.
Childre is a director and past chairman of the Atlanta District Ford Dealers Advertising Association and the past
vice chairman of Ford’s National Dealer Council, a group that works directly with senior management at Ford
Motor Company on behalf of all Ford dealers in the country.
The William A. Freeman Memorial Lecture Series is sponsored by the Center for Entrepreneurial Learning and
Leadership in Georgia Southern’s College of Business Administration. The lecture series was established in 2008 in honor of William A. Freeman, a
1957 Georgia Southern graduate and a major benefactor of the University.
Freeman endowed the William A. Freeman Distinguished Chair of Free Enterprise in the College of Business Administration, which brings world-class
scholars to campus, and the Freeman Business Scholars Program, which provides full, four-year scholarships for business majors. In addition, he has
endowed 10 scholarships for the Georgia Southern University Honors Program.
“The lecture aims to attract a successful entrepreneur to share their experiences and talk about what they have learned during their career. The
purpose is to enhance students’ awareness of entrepreneurship and small business as a potential career,” said Luke Pittaway, director of the Center for
Entrepreneurial Learning and Leadership.
Georgia Southern University, a Carnegie Doctoral/Research University, offers 115 degree programs serving 19,000 students. Through eight colleges,
the University offers bachelors, masters and doctoral degree programs built on more than a century of academic achievement. The University, one of
Georgia’s largest, is a top choice of Georgia’s HOPE scholars and is recognized for its student-centered approach to education. Visit:
www.georgiasouthern.edu.
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With an outdated water distribution system that has deteriorated through nearly a century of use, the town of Vidette, Ga.,
could literally dry up. However, a team of Georgia Southern University students and faculty has stepped in to keep that from
happening.
The existing water system in the small Burke County town is in poor shape, with no capabilities for fighting fires, low water
pressure, a small well, small distribution lines, few cutoff valves and no water meters. Fixing a leak has at times required
shutting off water to the entire town, and the system’s age is making leaks increasingly common.
Without the resources to design a new system and unable to secure federal funding because the town’s per capita income is too high, Mayor Rob Peel
turned to Georgia Southern University. In the summer of 2007, he explained the town’s plight to Brian Moore, the chair of Georgia Southern’s
Department of Construction Management and Civil Engineering Technology.
“We had been denied another grant, and I thought, there’s always another way to do something,” Peel said.
Georgia Southern Construction Management and Civil Engineering Technology students and faculty jumped at the chance to help. Over more than two
years beginning in October 2007, nearly 40 students and five faculty members put in countless hours to design a new water distribution system for the
110 residents in Vidette’s 32 homes.
The team from Georgia Southern made nine trips to Vidette and collected approximately 2,200 data points across more than 60 acres. The students
then created a three-dimensional plan of the town showing all current residences and commercial buildings, as well as the ground surface at or near
the locations of all new pipes and a water tank.
The new system is designed to serve twice the current population of Vidette. The distribution lines would have a looped design with valves located to
ensure that future leak repairs would not require interrupting service for all town residents. All users would have water meters and, once a reservoir is
added, the system would be able to support fire protection.
The project not only gave the students valuable hands-on experience, but also a chance to help others. ‘We need our students to see the importance
of not just learning and working, but serving the community,” said construction management professor Gustavo Maldonado, who led the project.
“It’s great to survey points around campus, but going out and collecting data that will actually be used to help a community is a valuable experience,”
said Sean Dudley, a construction management major who collected the most data points per day among the participating students.
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Along with Georgia Southern’s assistance, an engineer from Thomas & Hutton Engineering Co., Chris Stovall, and a registered land surveyor, Tate
Horton, donated their services at no charge. Providing the design services for free saved the Town of Vidette an estimated $25,000.
“This partnership between Georgia Southern University, industry and a community shows how higher education should function. The students gain
professional experience, the industrial partner garners an interest in potential employees and recognition in the community, and the community has a
need fulfilled. The quality of education, the quality of life, and the economic outlook all improve,” said Bret Danilowicz, dean of the Allen E. Paulson
College of Science and Technology.
In addition to designing the new water distribution system, the Georgia Southern students estimated the cost of the construction (approximately
$600,000) and looked into possible funding sources. The proposal will soon be submitted to the Georgia Environmental Protection Division for
approval.
“This project has meant everything to us,” Peel said. ‘Whether we can get a grant or not, we can at least start and get the work done in stages.”
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